
MNPS Diversity Initiatives 

Mission and Vision 

“Metropolitan Nashville Public Schools will provide every student with the foundation of 

knowledge, skills, and character necessary to excel in higher education, work, and life. 

We embrace and value a diverse student population and community. Different perspectives and 

backgrounds form the cornerstone of our strong public education system.  

To succeed we must…Ensure that school leadership is focused on high student achievement 

and cultivates an environment that produces excellence for a diverse student body.” (MNPS 

Board Mission and Vision Statement). 

MNPS Schools of Choice Are the District’s Diversity Plan 

MNPS utilizes its student assignment policies, including the 2008 rezoning plan and SBO 1.105, 

as well as strategies outlined in the U.S. Department of Education’s Guidance on the Voluntary 

Use of Race To Achieve Diversity and Avoid Racial Isolation in Elementary and Secondary 

Schools,1 to promote diversity, through choice, in its schools.  Listed below are several, tangible 

examples of ways in which MNPS seeks to accomplish its goal of reducing racial isolation and 

promoting diversity: 

 

 All non-zone-schools (i.e., “choice” schools) offer MTA bus passes to students who 

qualify for free/reduced price meals.2 

 Many magnet and other optional schools include all or partially-zoned populations that 

are transported by yellow school buses. Students from outside the zone at those schools 

are provided MTA passes if they qualify for free/reduced price meals. 

 All magnet schools provide transportation for students qualifying for free/reduced price 

meals. 

 MTA transportation is also provided for optional choice programs beyond traditional 

magnets to include all specialty schools such as the Academy at Old Cockrill, Academy 

at Opry Mills, Academy at Hickory Hollow, Big Picture, Middle College, and Nashville 

School of the Arts. 

 Zoned-option geographic areas, which contain approximately 4,500 students, are 

designated by the School Board as having two schools (a “zone” school and a “zoned-

option” school) available for the students living in that area. Transportation on a yellow 

school bus is provided by the district to either the zone school or the zoned-option 

school.  

                                                           
1
 Available at http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/guidance-ese-201111.html. 

2
 The current MNPS Student Assignment Policy was revised and adopted in early August 2012.  Since 

that time, MNPS discovered that Lockeland Elementary, Stanford Montessori Elementary, and Glendale 
Elementary were not listed in the policy (or in the prior December 2011 version) as providing MTA passes 
to students qualifying for free/reduced meals.  Because these three exceptions were an oversight, MNPS 
amended the policy to reflect that MTA passes will be available for qualifying students at these choice 
schools as well.  All of the transportation options outlined above were provided under the December 2011 
policy, with the exception of the three schools discussed herein. 



 All 13 charter schools of choice provide transportation and are open to enrollment by any 

student living in Davidson County. Two charter schools are conversion schools of choice 

with diverse zones and full transportation provided to maintain diversity among students 

who choose to remain. 

 Students with disabilities are provided transportation to choice schools according to the 

specifications of their IEP. 

 Schools and programs are sited with diversity in mind, as outlined in the U.S. 

Department of Education’s Guidance on the Voluntary Use of Race To Achieve Diversity 

and Avoid Racial Isolation in Elementary and Secondary Schools. 

 School zoning decisions are made and attendance boundaries are drawn with diversity 

in mind, as outlined in the U.S. Department of Education’s guidance. 

 Decisions on feeder patterns are made with diversity in mind, as outlined in the U.S. 

Department of Education’s guidance. 

 


