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 Roll Call 

  

Present:     Cheryl D. Mayes, Chair  

                  Anna Shepherd, Vice-Chair              

                  Dr. Jo Ann Brannon 

                  Amy Frogge  

                  Dr. Sharon Gentry 

                  Michael W. Hayes 

                  Elissa Kim 

                  Jill Speering   

    Dr. Jesse Register, Director of Schools 

                 Marquetta Bowling, Student Board Member 

                 Akaninyene Eyoh, Student Board Member 

 

Members Absent: Will Pinkston 

                  

Ms. Mayes called the meeting to order at 5:02 p.m. 

 

 Pledge of Allegiance  Led by Fred Carr, Chief Operating Officer.  

 Student Board Member Report  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Bowling gave the following report on Standards-Based Grading: 

Standards-based grading was implemented at Antioch High School this year. 

This system is something totally different to students and teachers. In my 

opinion, this new system is helpful for teachers to understand if students 

comprehend in the classroom. The number one burning question teachers want 

to know is “What are my students actually learning and digesting in my 

classroom?” This system is more based on summative assessments. This 

actually helps teachers figure out what it is that their students know or do not 

understand.  Also, it helps parents know the standards their child needs 

assistance with and how can the parents help. As I prepared for this report, I 

wanted some feedback from my peers.  One of my peers stated that “Standards 

-based grading is good and bad at the same time. It gives students a grade even 

though they did not do an assignment.  At the same time, it tests students 

based on their understanding.”   Another peer says “She feels like that 

standards-based grading MIGHT get the best out of students (that want to 

score an A) which is quite hard to get, according to most teachers. You must 

master the work to get an A, which could bring the best out of the student’s 

understanding as well. But at the same time, students get grades for not doing 

their assignment.” In my opinion, I feel like most teachers do not like the 

grading scale because you have most students who do not do work, but get a 

fifty percent that goes into Gradespeed.  Most students who do their work, and 
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 Student Board Member Report – continued 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

do it on time, believe giving fifty percent to those students is not giving them a 

wake-up call. It’s letting them snooze through class until the bell rings. Well, 

as for the standards-based grading system, it’s important to consider the pros 

and cons that come along.  

Mr. Eyoh made the following comments concerning the MLK proposed 

change:  Thank you Ms. Mayes, Dr. Register, and fellow Board members for 

giving me the opportunity to voice my opinion on the MLK Pathway proposal.  

This is my Royal family, too, and I’m glad I have the opportunity to say what I 

feel regarding this issue.  MLK has been my home for almost five years now 

and after this school year, I’ll be taking on my senior year of high school.  This 

means that I, like many other students, went to Head in the 5
th

 and 6
th

 grade 

and started going to MLK in the 7
th

 grade.  It wasn’t an easy transition, believe 

me, but it was well worth it.  Going to MLK as a 7
th

 grader has given me many 

skills that I don’t think I could’ve gotten at any other school.  That being said, 

I am in favor of keeping the 7
th

 and 8
th

 grades in MLK.  Having middle school 

in MLK is just one of the things that makes it special and, in my opinion, is 

one of the reasons as to why MLK is ranked so high among schools in 

Tennessee. Being at MLK for half of my middle school career was a huge help 

in preparing me for all of its rigorous high school courses.  And I’ll be 

completely honest, if I didn’t enter MLK as a 7
th

 grader, and my only option 

was to somehow get lucky enough to enter as a 9
th

 grader, my grades wouldn’t 

be nearly as good.  When I first heard about this proposal, after one of my 

teachers told me following a faculty meeting, the first problem that came to 

mind was how much of the MLK, Head and Rose Park community this would 

affect.  I thought of all the middle school teachers that would lose their jobs 

just like that.  I thought of all the Head and Rose Park students that would 

have to try even harder to enter MLK.  If somebody told me while I was a 5
th

 

grader at Head that there was a large possibility that I could no longer go to 

one of the top schools in Tennessee, I would be devastated.  And I don’t want 

any middle schoolers at Head or Rose Park to feel that way.  But I know that if 

middle school is kept in MLK, we’re going to have to find an alternative 

solution to the overcrowding.  I’ve heard the proposal to expand MLK by 

installing new classrooms to where the soccer field currently is.  I’m in full 

support of that solution, but, of course, the biggest concern is the amount of 

money it’s going to cost the district.  Plus, we have to take into account that 

repairs are due for MLK’s poor condition in the year 2015, which means that 

even more money will be spent on the building.  I’m also in support of other 
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solutions I’ve heard such as changing MLK’s location all together from the 

historic Pearl High School to a different, bigger, better school building that can 

hold the amount of students we have coming in each year.  However, at the 

moment, I think one solution seems to be the best in terms of reducing the 

amount of overcrowding: raising the standards back to what they once were.  

Every morning on the intercom our SGA president states the mission 

statement of MLK which includes preparing “students with proven academic 

talent”.  It’s evident that the standards for admission into MLK have lowered 

over the years.  So, to me and to many others, the best solution to 

overcrowding would be raising the standards to advanced levels on TCAP and 

any other requirements for admission into MLK.  With this, MLK wouldn’t 

have to accept as many new students and the population could be kept at a 

reasonable number.  Plus, being such a academically demanding school, it’s 

only reasonable that MLK accept students with the greatest of academic 

abilities.  MLK is one of the best schools in TN for a reason: its academically 

talented students.  And I believe that without the 7
th

 and 8
th

 grade, MLK could 

never rise to the level of excellence that is today.  Regardless of what decision 

is ultimately made, I am sure of something.  Speaking for the MLK, Head and 

Rose Park communities, we are willing to do whatever it takes to make sure 

the middle school remains in MLK.  If it means implementing any of the 

possible solutions stated above or any of the other solutions that have been 

stated in previous meetings, we are willing to comply with any proposal as 

long as it keeps our beloved middle school students. 

AWARDS AND RECONGITIONS 
 Meigs Middle Magnet – National Blue 

Ribbon School 

The Board and Dr. Register recognized Meigs Middle Magnet School for 

being named a National Blue Ribbon School.  Meigs is one of four schools in 

Tennessee, and 286 nation-wide, to achieve this great honor from the U.S. 

Department of Education.   

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 Walk to School Day Ms. Speering announced that she participated in the Walk to School Day at 

Dan Mills Elementary on October 2
nd

, where nearly 1,000 parents, students 

and staff participated in the event.   

 

 Dan Mills Dragon Jubilee Ms. Speering announced that on October 24
th

 , Dan Mills will be hosting a 

Dragon Jubilee and Carnival from 5:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.  All proceeds will 

benefit Dan Mills PTO. 

 

 Chadwell Elementary  Ms. Speering announced that during the week of September 30
th

, she read to 

two first-grade classrooms at Chadwell Elementary.   
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 McGavock Cluster Coalition Ms. Shepherd announced that the McGavock Cluster Coalition won a STARR 

Award, appropriately named for Starr Herman, for their work toward the Last 

Dollar Scholarship beginning with the graduates of the Class of 2014. I was 

honored to represent this active group of volunteers at a luncheon to accept this 

prestigious award!  

 

 Academy Model Tour Ms. Shepherd announced that during the first week of October, MNPS had 

over 150 visitors from several states across the country visiting a few of our 

high schools to learn more about the Academy Model that MNPS has 

perfected so well! The schools visited were McGavock, Antioch, Cane Ridge, 

and Hillwood. During the Role Alike Session on Friday afternoon, I heard 

from many of these visitors who had only very positive comments about these 

MNPS Schools. Thank you to the Ford Hub Foundation, Alignment Nashville, 

PENCIL Foundation, and the Nashville Area Chamber of Commerce for 

sponsoring and facilitating this great visit!  

 

 Nashville Organized for Action and Hope 

(N.O.A.H.) 

Ms. Frogge announced that she was invited to speak at an event sponsored by 

Nashville Organized for Action and Hope (N.O.A.H.).  This organization 

seeks to promote healthy growth in Nashville by reducing inequality.   

 

 Budget and Finance Committee Meeting Ms. Mayes announced that the Budget and Finance Committee will meet for a 

joint work session with the Metro Council’s Budget and Finance and 

Education Committees on October 17
th

 at 3:30 p.m. at the Martin Professional 

Development Center.  This will be a continued discussion about the MNPS 

2014-2015 Operating Budget.  

 

 TSBA Annual Convention – McGavock 

High School  

Ms. Mayes announced that McGavock High School will be performing at the 

TSBA Annual Conference on November 10
th

 at 5:00 p.m.   

 

 NSBA Annual Conference 2015 Ms. Mayes announced that the National School Boards Association (NSBA) 

Annual Conference will be held in Nashville in 2015.  

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 Chris Moth – I believe in the new middle 

school strategic plan. Do you? 

Mr. Moth thanked the Board for the new middle school strategic plan.  He 

asked the Board to change the policy to allow our lottery students to attend 

zone schools if they would like the choice.  

 

 Tallulah Crawley Shinault – School 

Closings 

Ms. Shinault addressed the Board concerning school closings.  She asked the 

Board to meet in an open forum to have on-going dialogue with each 

community in which a school has been considered to be closed. 

 

 Rep. Brenda Gilmore – Closing of Schools 

in North Nashville 

Rep. Gilmore addressed the Board concerning the closing of schools in North 

Nashville.  She asked the Board to reconsider closing schools those schools 

and to add more resources to those schools, especially Haynes Middle School.  

She also asked the Board to keep the existing MLK pathway. 
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 Rev. Olivia Cloud – Closing of Schools in 

North Nashville 

Rev. Cloud and Dr. Stewart addressed the Board concerning closing of 

schools in North Nashville.  They asked the Board to consider what is just and 

not just, and what is expedient, when considering closing schools in North 

Nashville.  

 

 Beverly Glaze Johnson – Closing of 

Schools in North Nashville 

Ms. Johnson addressed the Board concerning closing of schools in North 

Nashville.  She asked the Board to consider the overall and long-term impact, 

as many students in North Nashville are from moderate to low- income 

families.  

 

 Victoria Pao – Additional Idea for MLK 

Overcrowding Issue 

Ms. Pao addressed the Board concerning an additional idea for the MLK 

overcrowding issue.  She thanked the Board and Dr. Register for keeping the 

community informed on the subject of the proposed changes to MLK.  She 

asked the Board to consider opening up a third academic magnet high school 

to help solve the overcrowding issues at MLK.  

 

 Dr. Lamonca Stewart – Closing of Schools 

in North Nashville 

Dr. Stewart addressed the Board concerning closing of schools in North 

Nashville.  She asked the Board to reconsider the closing of Haynes Middle 

School, and proposed changes to the current pathways to MLK.  

 

 Greg Walker – Options for Keeping 7
th

 and 

8
th

 Grade and Relieve Overcrowding at 

MLK 

Mr. Walker addressed the Board concerning options for keeping 7
th

 and 8
th

 

grades at MLK.  He asked the Board to consider streamlining the pathway 

process. 

 

 Jim Kensler – MLK Proposed Change Mr. Kensler addressed the Board concerning the proposed MLK change.  

He asked the Board to consider a backup plan if Metro Council does not fund 

the proposed expansion to MLK.  

 

 Roy Wellington – Proposed Academic 

Magnet School Changes 

Mr. Wellington addressed the Board concerning the proposed academic 

magnet school changes.  He asked the Board to consider adding academic 

magnets to high schools in North Nashville.  

 

 Jenn Viser – Solutions to Proposed Changes 

at MLK 

Ms. Viser addressed the Board concerning proposed changes at MLK.  She 

stated that her family supported the proposed expansion of MLK.  She also 

provided the Board with several other options.  

 

 Cheryl B. Williams – Proposed Changes at 

MLK 

Ms. Williams addressed the Board concerning the proposed changes at MLK.  

She asked the Board to stop the summer pathway option from Head and Rose 

Park.   

 

 Anton Visser – A Few Solutions on 

Keeping MLK Grades 7-12 

Mr. Visser addressed the Board concerning proposed changes at MLK.  He 

asked the Board to reconsider the option to remove the Head pathways to 

MLK.  

 

 Ms. Mayes and Dr. Register Comments 

 

 

Ms. Mayes stated there is not a recommendation to close schools in North 

Nashville.  MLK will be discussed at the October 28
th

 Board Work Session.  

Dr. Register said there was a discussion concerning the most underutilized 
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 Ms. Mayes and Dr. Register Comments - 

continued 

schools in the district, and this conversation was associated with schools that 

could be considered to be closed in case there was a shortfall in the budget.  A 

recommendation or proposal has not been presented to the Board to close any 

schools.  

GOVERNANCE ISSUES 
1. Consent 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Speering pulled item V-A-l-t- Recommended Approval of Request for 

Compulsory Attendance Waiver for discussion.  Ms. Speering asked what 

has been done to convince these students not to drop out of school?  Dr. 

Register said the Counseling Department provides services to students, and 

other resources are offered to recruit students into alternative settings.  Dr. 

Steele said when a student turns 17 years old, and decides to enter into the 

GED program, the students must go through a process to waive compulsory 

attendance; students may then enter a MNPS Adult Program. Before that 

process can begin, the student must meet with the school counselor.  

 

Ms. Shepherd read the following consent agenda items. V-A-1-a- Approval 

of Minutes – 8/20/13 Special Meeting and 9/10/13 Regular Meeting; V-A-

1-b- Recommended Award of Contract for Lighting Upgrades and 

Lighting Controls at Various Schools – Excel Energy Group – MBOE 13-

014; V-A-1-c- Recommended Award of Contract for Lighting Upgrades 

and Lighting Controls at Various Schools – Energy + Environment – 

MOBE 13-021; V-A-1-d- Recommended Award of Contract for Whites 

Creek High School Roofing Project – Jolly Roofing and Contracting Co., 

Inc. – MOBE – 800787.13.1R; V-A-1-e- Recommended Award of 

Contract for Overton High School Roofing Project – Jolly Roofing and 

Contracting Co., Inc. – MBOE 800615.13.1R; V-A-1-f- Recommended 

Award of Contract for McGruder Family Resource Center Roofing 

Project – Jolly Roofing and Contracting Co. Inc. – MBOE 800284.13.1; 

V-A-1-g- Recommended Award of Contract for Robertson Academy 

Roofing Project – Roofing Solutions and Services, Inc. – MBOE 

800665.13.1R; V-A-1-h- Recommended Award of Contract for 

Miscellaneous Track Repairs and Resurfacing at Various Schools – 

Competition Athletic Surfaces, Inc. – MBOE -13-022; V-A-1-i- 

Recommended Award of Contract for Oliver Middle School Additions 

and Renovations – R. G. Anderson Company, Inc. – MBOE 800612.13.1; 

V-A-1-j- Recommended  Award of Roofing Contract to Repair Hail 

Damage at Gower Elementary School – Roofing Solutions and Services, 
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1. Consent – continued 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inc. – MBOE 800360.13.1R; V-A-l-k- Recommended Award of Roofing 

Contract to Repair Hail Damage at Julia Green Elementary School – 

Roofing Solutions and Services, Inc. – MBOE 800380.13.1R; V-A-1-l- 

Recommended Award of Roofing Contract to Repair Hail Damage at 

Lockeland Elementary School – Roofing Solutions and Services, Inc. – 

MBOE 800520.13.1R; V-A-1-m- Recommended Award of Roofing 

Contract to Repair Hail Damage at Cameron Middle School – Roofing 

Solutions and Services, Inc. – MBOE 800180.13.1R; V-A-1-n- 

Recommended Award of Roofing Contract to Repair Hail Damage at 

Johnson School – Collier Roofing – MBOE 800475.13.1R; V-A-1-o- 

Recommended Award of Roofing Contract to Repair Hail Damage at 

Overton High School – Roofing Solutions and Services, Inc. – MBOE 

800615.13.2R; V-A-1-p- Recommended Award of Contract for Harris-

Hillman School Chiller Addition – Demand Mechanical, LLC – MBOE 

FGM-2013-02; V-A-1-q- Change Order #1 for Haywood Elementary 

School Additions and Renovations Completion Contract – Edwards 

Construction – M-482; V-A-1-r- Supplement #1 for Norman Binkley 

Elementary School Additions and Renovations – Street Dixon Rick – L-

2868; V-A-1-s- Awarding of Bids and Contracts (1.) Blackboard, Inc. , 

(2.) CDW-G, (3.) CDW-G, (4.) Dell Marketing LP, (5.) EarthWalk, (6.) 

New Teacher Center, (7.) Vanderbilt University, (8.) Vanderbilt 

University; V-A-1-u- Recommended Approval of Legal Settlement – 

CASE NO: 3:12-120- $45,000.  Ms. Shepherd made the motion to 

approve the agenda as read.  Mr. Hayes seconded.   

 

Mr. Hayes made the motion to approve Item V-A-l-t- Recommended 

Approval of Request for Compulsory Attendance Waiver.  Ms. Shepherd 

seconded. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VOTE: Unanimous 8-0 

 

 

 

VOTE: Unanimous 8-0 
Director’s Report 

1. Academic Performance Framework 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Changas and Dr. Stenson presented the Academic Performance 

Framework.   

 

Ms. Kim asked Dr. Changas to explain the scoring.  Dr. Changas said we 

used the past year’s data, but the same type of assessment in order for the 

scores to be comparable with the current data. Ms. Kim asked do we have 

hypotheses concerning how scores drop dramatically in some schools?  Dr. 

Changas said reasons vary from school to school.  There are certain measures 

that are highly correlated with free and reduced lunch that the achievement 
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1. Academic Performance Framework 

– continued  

 

level tends to be stable for better or worse.  The growth measures and 

improvement measures are not stable.  The goal is to see steady progress. 

Next steps are to have conversations analyzing what is happening in 

particular schools. Ms. Kim said we now have three years worth of data.  

There are schools that are excelling far above others and then schools that are 

not performing well.  I would like to see problem solving at the school level. 

Dr. Steele said we have been working with schools to problem solve to figure 

issues and solutions developed for an individual school and by that school. 

Dr. Register said we are also at the beginning of the planning process for next 

year’s School Improvement Plans.  This report is school-based and feeds 

directly into the planning process for each school’s next year School 

Improvement Plan.  Dr. Gentry asked how will this dashboard show results of 

the standards-based grading?  Dr. Changas said most of the measures should 

be indicators, for example, it should show up in the increasing of students 

meeting high standards, value-added scores, percent proficient/advanced.  Dr. 

Gentry said she would like an update on the progress of the needs-based 

budgeting process, how this tool would be used to help evaluate schools for 

needs-based budgeting.  I would like a work session around that subject in the 

near future.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Board Chairman’s Report 

1. Alignment Nashville – Sydney  Rogers 

Ms. Rogers presented a Power Point to the Board on Alignment Nashville.   

2.    Charter Schools Report Card and            

PMRC Grant Report 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Coverstone presented a Power Point to the Board on the Charter Schools 

Report Card and PMRC Grant.  

 

Dr. Gentry asked will this dashboard be accessible to the public? If so, could 

we expand the dashboard to show yearly status updates?  Mr. Coverstone said 

yes.  Ms. Speering asked why wait to 2014 to take action on Smithson- 

Craighead Academy when the current scores do not look good?  Mr. 

Coverstone said it is valuable for MNPS not to rush the process due to legal 

concerns, so that the school is aware.  Mr. Hayes asked if the state, under 

their performance metrics, deem Smithson-Craighead Academy a school that 

should close? And MNPS standards would consider it eligible for closing? 

Mr. Coverstone said the law says if a school is on the priority list, it can be 

closed. The priority list will not come out for a few years, and Smithson-

Craighead is not on that list.  The law also states that schools can be closed 

due to academic underperformance.  MNPS has not, until now, formally 

defined academic underperformance.  Now that we have that link to the law, 
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2.   Charter Schools Report Card and PMRC 

Grant Report – continued  

 

 

it creates order.  Ms. Kim asked why not use this for all schools that we 

manage?  Mr. Coverstone said all of the schools are aligned, and we are 

making sure that we are allowing schools to have the chance to improve. Ms. 

Shepherd said if we see trouble approaching, why not address the issue when 

it comes to closing low performance schools?  Mr. Coverstone said we must 

keep in mind the contracts that are in place with the schools.  There are legal 

implications to consider, and we must give schools chances to succeed.  We 

will continue to monitor and investigate on the operational side.  Concerning 

academics, most of the decisions on academic data are done at three-year 

intervals. Mr. Hayes asked is there a way to show diversity growth?  Mr. 

Coverstone said, yes, the demographic data is included in the dashboard.   Mr. 

Hayes asked who came up with the debt to service ratio?  Mr. Coverstone 

said a contracted accountant developed the debt to service ratio information.  

Mr. Hayes asked how can we tell if a charter school is becoming more 

diverse, can that be monitored?  Mr. Coverstone said the Diversity Plan will 

be linked to diversity in charter schools. The Diversity Plan component of the 

charter application will help with evaluating and holding schools accountable 

for diversity.  Mr. Hayes asked is there a way to show growth vs. absolute in 

the dashboard?  Mr. Coverstone said, yes.  Mr. Hayes asked how is magnet 

school diversity measured?  Dr. Register said benchmarks are used to 

measure diversity.  Ms. Frogge said we must consider what issues individual 

schools are having based upon their population.  I want to ensure that we are 

supplying schools with the support that is needed.  When concerning what 

schools are good or bad, we are considering data; which we must remember 

can be “flawed”.   I’m glad that we are now considering overall what makes a 

good school.   Ms. Kim said she would like to have a fundamental 

conversation on how we can set a high bar in all schools.  

 

 

 

 

Committee Reports 

1. Director Evaluation  

Ms. Kim said the Board will meet in the future concerning the Director 

Evaluation.   
 

2. CUBE Conference Report  Ms. Mayes delayed her report until the next Board Meeting.   

WRITTEN INFORMATION TO THE BOARD 
 Board Calendar Items   

 Sales Tax Collections as of September 20, 

2013 
    

 Fiscal Year 2013-2014 Operating Budget 

Financial Report 
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 Adjournment Ms. Frogge adjourned the meeting at 8:31 p.m.  

 Signatures 

 

 

 

     

Chris M. Henson         Cheryl D. Mayes           Date 

Board Secretary         Board Chair 

 

 


